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SOUTH            DAKOTA RECEIVES FIRST ROUND OF EDUCATION STIMULUS FUNDING GUIDANCE FOR            STATE FISCAL STABILIZATION FUNDING ANNOUNCED 
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WASHINGTON,            D.C. – 
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Today,            Rep. Herseth Sandlin announced that education funding from the American            Recovery and Reinvestment Act has been released for schools in South            Dakota to help save education-related jobs and maintain programs for            low-income students and students with disabilities. South Dakota will            immediately begin to receive $17,325,000 in Title I funds and $17,645,491            in IDEA (Individuals with Disabilities Education Act) funding. This            is the first half of two installments of direct funding that school            districts will receive for Title I and IDEA programs; the second installment            of funds will be released to districts in the fall of this year. 
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“The            American Recovery and Reinvestment Act was an extraordinary solution            to the serious economic crisis facing our nation. These funds will not            only help stimulate the economy in the short term, but will provide            critical assistance in ensuring that children across South Dakota have            access to a high-quality education that prepares them for the future,”            Rep. Herseth Sandlin said. “I’m pleased that this funding has been allocated            so quickly and I have no doubt that it will be put to good use in assisting            school districts across the state in providing their students with enriching            educational experiences while retaining and creating jobs in their communities.”            
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           IDEA is the federal program that provides funding for special education            and related services to students with disabilities. The Title I program            provides funds to low-income school districts that are in even greater            need during the economic downturn. The funds appropriated through the            Recovery Plan are distributed through the previously defined IDEA and            Title I formulas.
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In addition to the            Title I and IDEA investments, the economic recovery plan also created            a State Fiscal Stabilization Fund to help stabilize state and local            budgets and restore harmful cuts to education. Along with announcing            the release of funding for local districts, guidelines were also issued            today to clarify how these funds must be used to help clear up recent            confusion over whether the state can decide how local districts and            colleges use those funds. States can also now apply for this funding.            
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The guidelines confirm            that while states allocate the funds, local school districts and colleges            and universities will determine how to use this emergency aid. The guidelines            also reaffirmed that state stabilization funds should be used for three            purposes: 1) to backfill harmful cuts to k12 and higher education, 2)            to stave off teacher layoffs, and 3) to modernize school facilities.            All of these purposes are aimed at creating new jobs and stimulating            the economy. 
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For a breakdown            of Title I funding by school district in South Dakota, 
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click            here
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http://www.ed.gov/about/overview/budget/titlei/fy09recovery/southdakota.pdf
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For a breakdown            of IDEA funding by school district in South Dakota (begins on page 411),            
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click            here
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http://edlabor.house.gov/documents/111/pdf/publications/2009StimulusLEAs_IDEA.pdf
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To view the guidance            issued by the Department of Education for use of funds from the American            Recovery and Reinvestment Act, 
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click            here
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http://www.ed.gov/policy/gen/leg/recovery/guidance/title-i.pdf
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*The first installment            of this funding was released today. The second half will be released            later this year. 
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